
Donald W. Crompton

Principal 1969 - 1981

Higher education in the 1970s was a turbulent 
period, in which Crompton succeeded in 
establishing the B.Ed. course and a degree in 
theology. It was also challenging for the church: 
Westminster felt many of its traditional values 
were under threat. As a result of wartime, 
Crompton had a legacy of ill-health with which 
he battled.

Rev. Dr. Kenneth Wilson, OBE

Principal 1981 - 1996

The challenges of the 1970s continued through 
Wilson’s time. A theological philosopher, 
he further expanded the college’s academic 
off er but also encouraged research centres to 
be located at Westminster, and built its links with 
American Methodist universities and colleges.

Rev. Dr. Richard Ralph

Principal 1996 – 2000

The fi rst principal who was not a Methodist,but 
a Church of England priest, he was previously 
head of the London Contemporary Dance School. 
Faced by declining numbers, as with most church 
colleges of HE against the ‘new universities’, 
Ralph negotiated a merger with Oxford Brookes 
University in 2000.
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Rev. John Scott

Principal 1851 – 1868

Born in Yorkshire 1792, he was a passionate 
advocate of education, campaigning for better 
schools and teachers in the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church. As founding Principal he set high 
standards for the College from the start.

Rev. Dr. James H. Rigg

Principal 1868 – 1903

While deeply loyal to Methodism, Rigg’s 
educational interests went beyond the church. 
From 1870 he served as a member of the fi rst 
London School Board and from 1886-1888 
was on the Royal Commission on Elementary 
Education. He also wrote a number of books. 

Rev. Dr. H.B. Workman

Principal 1903 - 1930

One of Methodism’s greatest church historians, 
specializing in the Medieval and Reformation 
periods. Workman made great changes to the 
College’s life and buildings, bringing it into the 
20th century and, later, close association with the 
University of London.

Rev. Dr. A.W. Harrison

Principal 1930 - 1940

Harrison both fought in WW1 and was a chaplain, 
and was awarded the Military Cross. Vice-principal 
from 1921,he was a strong supporter of the union 
of the Methodist denominations in 1932, and 
planned for the college to move from Westminster. 
He died suddenly in 1946 while President of the 
Methodist Conference.

J.S. Ross, CBE

Principal 1940 - 1953

‘Jock’ Ross joined the staff  in 1919 and as 
‘Master of Method’ ensured students were 
conversant with modern teaching theory and 
practice. Principal through diffi  cult war years, 
he was much loved by students. He oversaw 
the centenary celebrations of 1951, with a visit 
by Princess Elizabeth.

Rev. H. Trevor Hughes

Principal 1953 - 1969

Son of the founding principal of Wesley House, 
Cambridge, Hughes was Vice-principal from 
1946. The move to Oxford occupied much of his 
time, as the college settled into a new academic 
and geographical environment. He was the fi rst 
Methodist to become a Select Preacher at the 
University of Oxford.


